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Unity and community
(Psalm 133:1-3)

"How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in
unity!" (v. 1). David longed for a kingdom that was blessed like
this, but the great king never realized this ideal. A pure community
can only be built by Jesus Christ.  The promise of the blessings
under the Messiah's reign in Psalm 132 are expressed well here.

1. The blessing of unity

Unity and harmony do not mean that people need to succumb
to the strong or subdue the weak. However, we can say that unity
and harmony are the ideals of beauty, because they reach their
peak in the Lord. Unity is a gift that comes from God. Because of
our miserable sins, there is disunity, disharmony, and hostility, but
God, who has won over our sin, will once again bring harmony.
All unity comes from God. The peace of a country, church, and family is
beneficial not only to important persons but to all. Harmony and unity become
blessings upon all people; the blessing of unity flows from one person to
another. And this unity allows us to taste heaven in advance. Certain things in
this world seem to be ok, but they don't really give us happiness. Therefore, the
unity that God's people enjoy is good and pleasant.

2. The disappearance of unity

Today our society is deepening into disunity and contlict rather than unity.
While pluralism is being pursued and society is becoming competitive, unity and
harmony are pushed out by the rights of the individual and group egoism. Unity
and harmony are no longer recognized as the highest virtues any more.
Pluralism has become the root of individualism.

The church is no exception. The church is the last fortress of community, but
the church cannot avoid individualism. However, we can find unity and build it
into the church. When Jesus prayed for the church, he praved that his people
would be united. Therefore, we must build a unity based on community which
means participating together in Jesus and His gospel: a spiritual unity, and a
unity found in God.

3. The model church

After Jesus' resurrection and ascension to heaven, the church was built for the
first time in Jerusalem. When Christians received gracious gifts and made good
use of them, the church grew continually. Yet in the midst of all of this, there
was also hypocrisy, doctrine error, and many other kinds of sin in the church.
Yet, the early church was a model church in every regard. First of all, the early
church kept a large company of people which meant that unity was among
them. Because the Christians in the early church kept their relationship with God
in righteousness and positiveness, neighbours also kept their relationship with
others in righteousness and positiveness. In the early church, there was apostolic
teaching, fellowship, worship, and the Lord's supper among the Christians.

My beloved christians!
As we unite with God each day in righteousness, | eamestly pray that you and

[ will look to the complete unity that will be seen in heaven in the name of Jesus
Christ.
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When I searched the Bible, the most
interesting part was the Exodus. The
Israelites who were slaves in the Egypt
for 400 years were saved by the God at

last. God was always with the Israelites and
propected them from the Egyptians. As in the Bible I surely
believe that God is with us and he takes care of us. What
makes me sure of this is because | have experienced it
before. It is really true that God always helps whenever we
need help. On February 22nd and 23rd there is a good
chance for those who haven't experienced such events like
this. So please spare your time and come to the Winter
Bible School, You will know who God is and what he is
doing for us.
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