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The Response of Tears for the Word
(Neh 8:1-12)

The text refers to the revival story of the famous Nehemiah. Even
though the wall of Jerusalem had been rebuilt, Nehemiah knew that the
real revival should be achieved by hearing God's word. Nehemiah had
dreamed of a truthful revival. So he was not completely satisfied with
the rebuilt walls and residents in Jerusalem who were increasing. And
therefore, he had all the people assemble in the square before the Water
Gate to have the time to listen attentively to God's word.

1. Ezra the scribe

"When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled at the
Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of
Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel"(v. 1).

Ezra who was very intelligent was called the second Moses who had reconstructed
Judaism and specifically devoted himself to study God's word. Ezra was determined to
study and follow God's word on his own initiative, and firmly believed he should teach
God's word to all the people. With the revival of Nehemiah's time, Ezra desire to fulfill
his duties took on a wonderful role.

However, it was surprising that those who wanted to hear God's words from Ezra
were lsraelites. The fact that the people longed for God's word was just the beginning
of the revival.

2. The scene of the revival

All the Israelites listened attentively to God's word with a yeaming mind(v. 3). From
daybreak to noon, all of them stood and listened to the Book of the Law. What was
more, for more than a consecutive week in the feast of Tabemacles, they were
devoted to read and listen to God's word every day.

As "Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophesy, and blessed are those
who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near"(Rev 1:3).
The fact that Christians read God's word is the beginning of all blessings and the
beginning of a desirable change.

And when they listened to God's word, all the Israelites didn't just listen to it, but
they raised their hands and enthusiastically answered with 'Amen and Amen'. The
response of Amen means the action of which they recognize God's word, and the
confession of which they obey God's word.

The Israelites listened to God's word and wept(v.9). It was the response of tears for
God's word. These were tears of confession, thanks, and deep emotion. The people
who listened to God's word and received God's grace were led to serve out their
belongings to the people who had nothing as if their possessions didn't belong to
them.(v. 10) It is the same as the Early Church in the Book of Acts. One of the clear
fruits of revival is the fruit of love in which we look after each other.

My beloved Christians!

God's word is living and vigorous. Wherever God's word is heard, the work of
healing, restoration, life, and revival will prosper. The revival of God's word will be a
seed of revival that brings the new age. For your life and family, at your work, and in
our church, I eamestly hope that the revival of God's word will be experienced in its
truth and glory.
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