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English Worship Service

[Westminster Hall, 11:15 am] [Pastor: Daniel J. Kim]

Prelude ............................................................................................................ Pianist
* Ca” to Worship .......................................................................................... Pastor
Praise & Worship ............................................................................................. Praise
* The Apostles' Cre@@ rrrresrrrre s Congregation
# DOXOIOQY  rwrererrrersnnns e e i e e e e Congregation
CONgregational Prayer e SongYee Song (Sister)
OFfEIINQG  +ererrreesrsesesse st Congregation
*® Offering Hymn ....................................................................................... Congregation
* Offering Prayer ................................................................................................ Pastor
WeIcome/FeIIowship ................................................................................. Congregation
Scripture Reading -+ - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 - - - Pastor
Anthem ......................................................... . Jerusalem Choir
Sermon seeeeerereeeeee - “The Way of Gratitude" -rrrrereerr Pastor
* Hymn «oesemesesenes e 429 crerrerere Congregation
* BENEICHON  ++rerrrrrerrrsmmrrrreres st e Pastor
* Lord's PrayEr SONG  «ees-eserresesresssemmsemesssrssnnsssnes b s Congregation

(* Please stand)

“The Way of Gratitude"

During the Thanksgiving season, we are reminded of how the Lord has showered so
many blessings upon us and how we should be grateful to Him for everything.
Thanksgiving is a tradition which began in America, after the first year of harvest on
October 1621 (at Plymouth Plantation, Massachusetts), attended by some 50 Pilgrims
and 90 Native Americans. The three days of celebration occurred after a most difficult
year of survival for the Pilgrims. After a torturous 2 months of voyage across the sea
from England, and suffering lack of shelter, famine, and disease, their population was
drastically reduced to 50%. And yet through the assistance of the Native Americans,
especially in farming, the rest of the Pilgrims were able to survive. It was in the context
of extreme suffering the Pilgrims were able to express their sincere gratitude to the
Lord. Their action was consistent with Paul's exhortation: “Be joyful always; pray
continually; give thanks in all circumstances, or this is God’ s will for you in Christ Jesu
s” (1 Thess. 5:16-18). It is one thing for us to be grateful for the good things that the
Lord would provide, but it is truly difficult for us to be grateful when bad things happen
to us. Yet, Paul says, that we must give thanks in all circumstances, both good and
bad. So how can we actually maintain such mind and heart of unconditional gratitude? |
believe it is possible when we literally take the lyrics of that particular hymn which goes
.. "count your blessings, count them one by one." When we take time to reflect on all
the specific blessings of God and match them against the adversities that we have
experienced, we begin to realize how God's blessings accumulate in an overwhelming
way. Thus, by the grace of God and the inspiration of the Spirt, we can recognize the
goodness of God "in, with, and under" (to borrow Luther's phrase) all things, even bad
circumstances.

Announcements
e \We warmly welcome all newcomers to our worship service.
We invite you to join us for fellowship at Room 104 after the service.
o |f you have any special prayer requests, please submit them in the prayer box
located at the rear, so that we may continue to pray for you.
e Sunday Study Groups are as follows:
9:30 am (Room 104) - Spiritual Disciplines and Intercession (led by Pastor Daniel)

1:30 pm (Outdoor Cafe) - Youth Bible Study (led by Brother Jmmy Eppley)
1:30 pm (Room 902) - Young Adult Bible Study (led by Pastor David John)

1:00 pm (Room 601) - Adult Bible Study (ed by Brother Ranjan)
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("The Thanksgiving of Apostle Paul")
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