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English Worship Service

[Westminster Hall, 11:15 am] [Pastor: Daniel J, Kim]

Prelude Pianist
x Apostles' Creed Congregation
* DOXO|09V Congregation

Congregational  Prayer Woo Sophia  (Kwonsa)

Offering  «reerrerrmr s s s st e Congregation
« Offering Hymn Congregation
% Oﬁering Pray@r wresseres s ss s s s e PggtOr

Welcome/Fellowship Congregation

Scripture Readmg Revelation 2:12—17 - eeeeseerseeessisneeiiens . Pagtor

SEIMON  *e e e sssnsrms i s “Decisive Faith" e Pagtor
* Hymn s BAB e Congregation
* Benediction Pastor
* Lord's Prayer Song =+ Congregation

(+ Please stand)

“Decisive Faith “

If Ephesus was the premier metropolitan city, then Pergamum was the political capitol of Asia Minor. Pergamum
was the center of imperial cult and pagan worship. The city was known for its magnificent throne-shaped altar
dedicated to Zeus. The city was also known for its worship of Asclepius (serpent god of healing) and Bacchus (god
of revelry). No wonder, Jesus acknowledged, "I know where you live--where Satan has his throne" (v.13a).
Externally, the church of Pergamum (like the church of Smyma) faced the issue of persecution, even martyrdom
(v.13b). Internally, the church of Pergamum (like the church of Ephesus) faced the problem of heresy (vv.14-15). But
unlike the church of Ephesus, which purged itself of heresy, the church of Pergamum had tolerated various heresies.
There are essentially two types of heresy: doctrinal and moral. The church in Pergamum was plagued with the
moral type heresy, specifically associated with the teachings of "Balaam" (v.14) and the Nicolaitans (v.15). Balaam
was a pagan prophet "who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by
committing sexual immorality" (Num. chs. 25, 31). Basically, Balaam is associated with pagan religion and lifestyle.
Similarly, the Nicolaitans were those who embraced the libertinist view of gnosticism, advocating the lifestyle of
fleshly indulgence in the name of freedom in the Spirit. Significantly, the terms "Balaam" (in Hebrew) and "Nicolaitan”
(in Greek) have similiar meanings: "destroyer of the people" and "conquerer of the people," respectively. The
implication seems to be that such heresies serve as the means by which Satan attempts to defeat the people of
God. A major strategy of Satan against the church is syncretism: tolerance for sin and compromise with the world.
Today, in the modern church and society, we are plagued with all kinds of “ism": humanism, secularism, materialism,
spiritism, and libertinism, among others. The primary weapon of warfare is found in the words of the Lord to the
church of Pergamum: "These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword" (v.12). "I will ... fight
against them with the sword of my mouth" (v.16). Like a sharp double-edged sword (cf. Heb.4:1-2), we must be
both discerning and decisive in our faith-stance against all "arguments and every pretension that sets itself up
against the knowledge of God" (2Cor.10:5).

Announcements
- We warmly welcome all newcomers to our worship service.
We invite you to join us for fellowship at Room 104 after the service.
- If you have any special prayer requests, please submit them in the prayer box
located at the rear, so that we may pray for you.
- Sunday Study Groups are as follows:
9:30 am (Room 104) - Leadership and Intercession (led by Pastor Daniel)
12:00 pm (Room 104) - Children” s Sunday School Class (led by Cing and Shin Hye)
1:00 pm (Room 604) - Youth Bible Study (led by Pastor David John and Sally Khokhar)
1:00 pm (Room 104) - “Christian Doctrine” Study (led by Jimmy Eppley)
1:00 pm (2nd floor) - “Christian Identity” Study (led by Vung Zam Cing)
1:00 pm (9th floor) - Mongolian Bible Study (led by Amaraa and Dashka))
3:30 pm (Room 104) - Mongolian Korean Study (led by Kaori)
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Kimultaneous interpretation earphones are available to help your service,

please ask an usher at the door to assist youy (Interpreter : Sarah Kim)
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